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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the correspondence filed on February 1 1 , 2005. 
Claims 1-19 are pending out of which claims 5 and 8-10 are cancelled. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 
11-16 are amended. Claims 18 and 19 are added. Claims 1-4, 6-7 and 11-19 represent 
special gateway for multimedia networks. 

2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements 
of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



3. Claims 1-4, 6-7 and 11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable over Beser et al. U.S. 6,496,867. 

Beser teaches the invention as claimed including system and method to 
negotiate private network addresses for initiating tunneling associations through private 
and/or public networks. 

As to claims 1,11 and 12, Beser teaches a communications network and a 
method of controlling communication on a communications network comprising: 

an originating Real Time Data over IP host (figure 1, item 24)); 

a terminating Real Time Data over IP host (figure 1, item 26); 

communication control means for at least receiving information relating to the 
communication (figure 1, item 14; column 10, lines 22-23, Beser discloses he request 
to initiate the VoIP association is received on the first network device 14); 

a first communication fonwarding means that replaces a fixed IP address in a 
data packet sent from the terminating Real Time Data over IP host to the origination 
Real Time Data over IP host with a first dynamic IP address to conceal the fixed IP 
address of the terminating Real Time Data over IP host (figure 1, item 14); and 

a second communication fon/varding means that replaces a fixed IP address in a 
data packet from the originating Real Time Data over IP host to the terminating Real 
Time Data over IP host with a second dynamic IP address to conceal the fixed IP 
address of the originating Real Time Data over IP host (figure 1, item 16), 

wherein, during the setup of a communication session between the originating 
Real Time Data over IP host and the terminating Real Time Data over IP host, the 
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communication control means controls the exchange of dynamic IP addresses 
between the first and second communications forwarding means (column 21 , line 63 to 
column 22, line 21 , Beser discloses the network address tables allow for the 
translation from the private network addresses to the public network addresses. For 
example, the transmission of a packet from the originating network device 24 to the 
terminating network device 26, without revealing the identity of either end on the public 
network 12); 

As to claims 2 and 13, Beser teaches the network according to claims 1 and 12, 
wherein at least part of the network between one of the communication forwarding 
means and one of the Real Time Data over IP hosts is a Real Time Data over network 
(column 3, lines 1-4, Beser discloses the present invention may provide for the 
initiation of a Voice-over-Internet-Protocol association between an originating 
telephony device and a terminating telephony device). 

As to claims 3 and 14, Beser teaches the network according to claims 2 and 13, 
further comprising a plurality of communication forwarding means, wherein each of the 
Real Time Data over IP hosts is connected to a selected one of the communication 
forwarding means (figure 1); 

As to claims 4 and 15, Beser teaches the network according to claim 1 and 12, 
wherein at least one of the communication forwarding means comprises a translation 
means that translates an external reference of one or both of the hosts into an internal 
reference (column 21 , line 63 to column 22, line 21 , Beser discloses the network 
address tables allow for the translation from the private network addresses to the 
public network addresses. For example, the transmission of a packet from the 
originating network device 24 to the terminating network device 26, without revealing 
the identity of either end on the public network 12); 
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As to claims 6 and 16, Beser teaches the network according to claims 1 and 12, 
wherein the communication fonA/arding means further comprises tracking means for 
measuring at least one predefined parameter related to the communication and the 
communication forwarding means comprises transmitting means for transmitting the 
measured value to a selected data receiver (column 10, lines 22-36, Beser discloses 
the originating telephony device 24 is a phone that Is physically connected to the first 
network device 14 the request may include an electrical signal measured by an 
interface to an application on the first network device 14 as a result of the phone going 
"off-hook"). 

As to claims 7 and 17, Beser teaches the network according to claim 1 , wherein 
at least one of the Real Time Data over IP hosts comprises message means for 
transmitting a message to the communication control means to indicate that a 
communication session is in progress (figure 1, item 20). 

As to claims 18 and 19, Beser teaches the network according to claim 1, wherein 
the first and second communication fonA/arding means each comprise a translation 
means for a fixed IP address of a Real Time Data over IP host into a dynamic IP 
address (column 21 , line 63 to column 22, line 47, Beser discloses the network 
address tables allow for the translation from the private network addresses to the 
public network addresses. For example, the transmission of a packet from the 
originating network device 24 to the terminating network device 26, without revealing 
the identity of either end on the public network 12); 



Application/Control Number: 09/939,691 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2157 



4. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji IVI Sail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4010. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-4010. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2157 





